
 

By Paul G. Russell, Executive Director 

 DIRECTOR’S SUMMARY 

Reach for the Top has experienced a year of operation 
like no other. Our game has reinvented itself and sur-
vived the pandemic lockdowns. Tournaments through 
the entire academic year were played on line, as were all 
Provincial Finals. 

The National Finals that took place on the final week-
end in May, saw teams from across the country playing 
in real time from their home computers and other de-
vices situated in four time zones. Director of Operations 
Daniel Hill assembled a staff of readers, judges and 
technical operators to make this happen. Interviews 
with students and staff were livestreamed to our 
Youtube channel as was the final Championship game.   

Reach has started a new chapter in its long history. In 
keeping with this, I’m stepping down as National Direc-
tor and will continue my involvement with Reach as 
Chair of the Reach for the Top Foundation.  

It’s my pleasure to announce that Daniel Hill is now Na-
tional Director and Chief Executive officer of Reach for 
the Top. Daniel has had a long involvement with Reach 

and has produced the Ontario and National Finals live 
events for almost a decade. His sure hand will direct the 
company in this ever-expanding digital world. Congratu-
lations Daniel! 

Our thanks to the teacher-coaches in every province 
who field teams, arrange play dates, ask questions, 
judge answers and generally make the Schoolreach 
Tournament System work from sea to sea.  

Schoolreach thanks also the provincial co-coordinators 
(see their reports on the following pages) who organized 
and ran the provincial finals which resulted in the strong 
teams that made it to the Nationals.  

Thanks also to the editorial board of ‘Reach,’ Ian Greig, 
Fraser Simpson and Jeremy Willard, and to the Director 
of Operations Daniel Hill and National Co-ordinator 
Frank Russell. . 

Congratulations to everyone involved in ‘Reach’ for a 
year of successful games despite pandemic and lock-
downs and best wishes for a fun and hopefully social 
summer. 



of the round-robin, FHS and KVHS sat tied for first place 
with identical 6-2 records. A sudden- death final game 
was needed where Kennebecasis Valley emerged as NB 
Provincial Champions. 

While the competition was entirely virtual, these games 
were some of the most competitive and intense we have 
seen in years. I would like to congratulate Kennebecasis 
Valley High School on their provincial championship 
win, but credit must go to all participating schools and 
the coaches volunteer quizmasters, and especially to 
the players. 

The Kennebecasis team, Eli Nason, Kylah Seyler, 
Jackson McElman , Tyler Newell , Andrew Bachynsky  
and   Coaches Jason Thorne and Julien Brideau went on 
to represent New Brunswick at the National Finals. 

  Yimaj  Baharun              Jared Lackman-Mincoff            Jesse Sutherland         Anthony Gagliano  

Dawson College at the Nationals. Coach: Emilie Richer 

By Cory McKay, Quebec Provincial Co-ordinator 

 QUEBEC REPORT 

The 2020/2021 Québec league was reduced to just two 
teams in this pandemic year, as the other Québec teams 
had to sit out this season. Marianopolis College was de-
lighted to see Dawson College rejoin the league after an 
absence of six years, and both teams were surprised 
and happy to see how well virtual games worked. The 
old friendly but fierce Dawson vs. Marianopolis RFTT 
rivalry was rekindled from the very start of the season, 
with the first two games of the season split, each with a 
margin of a single question. The three-game playoff se-
ries was also a nail-biter, with the third and decisive 
game won 400-370 by Dawson. Both teams were happy 
to see Dawson go on to do a great job at nationals 
(albeit sad they could not be in Toronto to see the 
Canadiens triumph over the Leafs on May 31), and look 
forward to the hopeful return of in-person games and 
the other Québécoise schools next year. 

 NEW BRUNSWICK REPORT 
By Sean Newlands, New Brunswick Provincial Co-

As a result of the restrictions caused by the global 
pandemic, Reach for the Top looked very different in New 
Brunswick this year. With outbreaks occurring 
throughout the province and with regions constantly 
changing restriction levels, face-to-face play was not 
possible. For most of the year, teams practiced within 
their schools, and a few organized exhibition play using 
BuzzIn.live and Microsoft Teams or Zoom. 

The number of participating schools was significantly 
reduced due to the pandemic, so to culminate the 
season, a four-week long, three-team, quadruple round-
robin virtual league was established to determine New 
Brunswick’s representative at the National 
Championships.  

Rothesay Netherwood School, Fredericton High School 
and Kennebecasis Valley High School participated in this 
intense league competition, and sure enough, at the end 



Congratulations to Ontario Provincial Champions: 
Glebe Collegiate Institute. 

Photo (left to right): Gabriel McMurren, Micah 
Colman, Caleb Ott,  Jacob Johnston from Glebe C.I., 

Ryan Vickers—National Host, Isaac Thangaraj,  
Gareth Dunbar, Dhruv Basu, and David Landry from 

Lisgar C.I. 

 ALBERTA REPORT 
By David Rose, Alberta Provincial Co-ordinator 

Following the lead of Reach National, Alberta went online 
for their senior season in 2020/21. Though many teams 
were unable to participate, 6 senior schools stepped up 
to play virtually. The schools participated in 3 warm-up 
mini tournaments followed by a day-long provincial 
tournament at the end of April. 

Following the round robin portion Webber Academy A 
was undefeated and sat in first place while Webber B was 
ranked sixth, Renert A and B teams were in second and 
third place, while Tempo sat in fourth, Old Scona in fifth 
and Calgary French in seventh. New this year, the 
tournament used the Page playoff format as seen in 
Curling (interestingly no one answered that exact 
question in the final game). 

Once the dust had settled on the playoffs the Renert 
School, once again, claimed the gold medal narrowly 
beating Webber Academy in a very exciting final. These 
two teams then represented Alberta at the National 
Finals. 

There was interest playing online at the intermediate 
level but that is a larger challenge that will be attempted 
next season, as required. 

 ONTARIO REPORT 
By Frank Russell, National Co-ordinator 

The top ten teams in Ontario were invited to a two day 
Provincial Finals zoom event with over 100 participants. 

Spectators, coaches, players and the Reach staff enjoyed 
a series of live quiz competitions led by our Host Ryan 
Vickers and Judges Fraser Simpson and Jay Misuk 
between games. 

The finals brought together many veteran powerhouse 
teams including Abbey Park H.S. (Oakville), Lisgar C.I. 
(Ottawa), London Central S.S., Martingrove C.I. (Toronto), 
Royal St. George’s College( Toronto), Sir Frederick 
Banting S.S. (London), St. Augustine C.H.S. (Markham), 
and University of Toronto Schools.  Glebe C.I. (Ottawa), 
and Toronto Montessori School also qualified and 
offered fierce competition to the veterans. 

The final game was intense with Glebe Collegiate 
Institute narrowly scoring against  Lisgar C.I for the 
provincial title.  

Congratulations to all the Ontario Provincial Finalists for 
achieving victory in their leagues. Visit RFTT Facebook’s 
notices of game standings and a video link to the final 
game.  

Congratulations to the Alberta Provincials 
Champions from  

The Renert School  

Players:  Evan Juricic, Roman Wolfi, Justin Brown, 
Sumair Shergill, Stephen Montgomery, Brendan 

Guilfoyle, Tony Zhao 

Coach: Lora Salloum 



The Reach for the Top Foundation is a charitable organ-
ization that was established in 2014. The Foundation 
was launched to present bursaries to four MVP’s who 
participate in the series of games during Reach for the 
Top National Finals.  

There are also two grants available annually for stu-
dents or alumni who are current subscribers to Reach 
for the Top/Schoolreach to support and acknowledge 
their interdisciplinary school projects across a range of 
scholarly interests and cultural pursuits.  

Yimaj Baharun 
Dawson College 
(Montreal, QC) 

Awad Khalid 
Webber Academy 

(Calgary, AB)  

Gabriel McMurren 
Glebe Collegiate Institute 

(Ottawa,ON) 

Cam Miranda-Radbord 
University of Toronto 
Schools (Toronto, ON) 

The Reach For The Top Foundation was pleased to  
announce the 2021 MVPs at the National Finals. 

Congratulations to British Columbia Provincial 
Champions: Eric Hamber S.S. 

Players: Judi Li, Ellis Jackson, Bowen Yuan, Andy 
Liang, Thomas Catchpole Stirling, Ryan Zhu,  

Coaches:  Jayme Derrah and Mark Lam 

 BRITISH COLUMBIA REPORT 
By Vincent Tang, British Columbia Provincial Co-

This year was a very different year for everyone. 

In Schoolreach we decided to have a Senior and Junior 
Provincial League rather than organize a Provincial 
tournament. The leagues started in November and 
continued until April. The top three teams in the Senior 
Provincial League qualified for the National tournament 
in May. 

Due to COVID 19 restrictions, some teams were only able 
to play a few games. However since the games were 
played online,for the first time, a couple of schools on 
Vancouver Island and a few from Richmond and Surrey 
were able to join in the league games. The team 
dynamics must have felt very different too as team 
players were unable to easily confer with each other. 
Nevertheless, everyone had lots of fun. 

The Junior Provincial League had the following top three 
finishers. From first place, Eric Hamber S.S., University 
Transition Program and David Thompson.S.S.  The 
Senior Provincial League had these top three finishers. 
From first place, Eric Hamber S.S., Sir Winston Churchill 
Churchill S.S., and University Transition Program. 

 REACH FOR THE TOP FOUNDATION By Lesley Ann Walcott 

These grants – The Robert Jeffrey Grant for high school 
projects and the Sandy Stewart Grant for post-
secondary projects – honour the memory of two of the 
founding partners in the Schoolreach programme.  

For more information, including application forms, or to 
make a donation, visit www.reachforthetop.com or 
send an email with the subject line FOUNDATION to 
mail@reachforthetop.com. 



 NATIONALS REPORT 
By Paul Russell, Executive Director 

This year, 10 teams of Provincial Finalists converged on 
Zoom for the first time for the 55th Anniversary of the 
Reach for the Top National Finals. Although working 
from his home studio, we were excited to have Ryan 
Vickers as both host of the event and the Quizmaster for 
the final games. 
 

Participating teams were: Dawson College (Quebec),  
Eric Hamber S.S. (B.C.), Glebe C.I. (Ont.), Kennebecassis 
Valley H. S. (New Brunswick),  Lisgar C.I. (Ont.),  Renert 
School (Alberta), Sir Winston Churchill S.S. (B.C.), 
University Transition Program (B.C.),  University of 
Toronto Schools (Ont.), Webber Academy (Alberta). 
 

Tournament Directors  Ian Greig and Andy Saunders 
supervised the day-long series of online tournament 
games.  
 

Joining us as readers, scorekeepers and referees were 
Reach Allumni:  Gareth Adamson, Milan Fernandez, Max 
Gedajlovic, Andrew Hirtle, Paul Kasinski, Elisa Kuhn, 
Marcell Maitinsky,  Jenny Mao,  Andrew McCowan, Rein 
Otsason, Kanav Petkar , Isaac Renert, Chris Sims, Joe Su, 
Isaac Theissen, Sean Thompson, Gareth Thorlakson, 
Meghan Torchia, Colin Veevers and  Zhongtian Wang.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, the National Finals series played out, as well 
as a Consolation Tournament, and live streaming of 
behind the scenes interviews with writers, judges and 
team captains. Every team had an opportunity to play 
‘on stage’, with their game recorded and shared through 
Facebook and the RFTT Youtube channel. 
 

Special thanks to our ever-alert judges for these 
games; Fraser Simpson and Jay Misuk. They 
maintained a level-headed and calm focus throughout 
the event regardless of the in-game challenges and 
technological delays. 
 

The two Semi-Finals and the Championship game 
concluded the event on Sunday afternoon. Ryan 
Vickers was at the microphone, serving as our lively 
and articulate quizmaster for these intense games. 
The teams were evenly matched throughout the final 
games. 
 
The final confrontation was a tight back and forth 
game between Ottawa’s Glebe Collegiate and 
University of Toronto Schools.  The final question saw 
the victory go to Ottawa’s Glebe Collegiate over the 
players from University of Toronto Schools.   
 
Producers Daniel Hill, Eric Novakpvics and Neil Walters 
worked with technical director Andy Saunders and 
Scorekeeper Meghan Elliot to record the final game for 
a Youtube release  

As in past years a committee from the Reach For The 
Top Foundation chose four players as this season’s 
MVP’s  these players were : 
 
Gabriel McMurren , Glebe C.I.,  (ON,) Yimaj Baharun , 
Dawson College (QC), Cam  Miranda-Radbord  , 
University of Toronto Schools, (ON), and Awad Khalid , 
Webber Academy, (AB). 



 ALUMNI REPORT 
By Jay Misuk 

Last February, coach and Schoolreach editor Jay Misuk 
invited Reach Alumni members to an evening’s pub-style 
Trivia Game on Zoom. It attracted players from across 
North America. Proceeds went to the Reach for the Top 
Foundation. $575.00 was raised by this event. As the 
funds in the foundation grow, we will be offering more 
bursaries, grants and awards. 

And now a few words from Jay on upcoming Alumni 
activities: 
 

Calling all Reach for the Top Alumni!  
 
We all know that you love trivia...that's how you became 
an alumnus/a/um in the first place, right? Alumni are 
integral to keeping Reach going for all of our current and 
future players. They staff our events, write questions, run 
tournaments, and even go on to coach.  
Our alumni help provide players with the positive and 
memorable experiences which are so important to the 
game.  

 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLREACH 
By Frank Russell, National Co-ordinator 

Addressing a growing interest in Reach for the Top at the Elementary Level 
 
In February 2019, Schoolreach held a tournament as a pilot project in a school board just north of 
Toronto.  Nine schools participated and each played five round robin games as well as top teams 
playing for a championship trophy.   
 
Packs were designed specifically for the grade six, seven and eight level.  Students, educators and 
parents were very excited to be introduced to Schoolreach. 
 
As a result of the success of this tournament, Schoolreach is launching an elementary school 
subscription programme nation-wide for the 2021-2022 season.  Elementary Schools will be able to 
join the Reach community with a purchase of a set of 12 packs and  will be put in touch with other 
schools in their area if they want to play inter-school matches.  
 
Current Reach subscribers are encouraged to contact “feeder schools” in their area to see if there is 
interest. 

If you're interested in helping out at all, whether with 
staffing, writing, coaching, or even making a 
contribution to the Reach for the Top Foundation, 
get in touch!  
 
Send an email to mail@reachforthetop.com, alerting 
the following people if you have questions or want 
to help out at all: 
 
General Inquiries and Schoolreach: Frank Russell 
Volunteer Staffing: Ian Greig and Andy Saunders 
Writing: Daniel Hill, Jay Misuk and Ian Greig 
Alumni Events: Jay Misuk 
 

mailto:mail@reachforthetop.com

