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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

By Daniel Hill, Director of Operations, Reach For The Top

The 2023-2024 academic year has seen exciting ‘Reach’
play, returning to in-person Provincial and National
Finals after a 5-year absence, with about 2000 students
pressing buzzers across the country.

This is the 10th year that the Reach for the Top
Foundation has presented award bursaries to the MVPs
at the National Finals.

Congratulations to this year’s recipients: Ava Butler from
Lisgar Collegiate, Ottawa, Ontario; Wilson Cooke from
Westdale Secondary, Hamilton, Ontario; Himanshu
Surukanti from Old Scona, Edmonton, Alberta; and Flavie
Quin from Marianopolis College, Westmount, Quebec.

Check our website at www.reachforthetop.com during
the coming year for Reach for the Top Alumni Events in
the autumn.

Also check for regular updates from provincial co-
coordinators on the play schedules in each province, and
please send photos, short video clips or text about your
‘Reach’ activities, that we can post on our ‘Reach’
website and on Facebook.

The Reach For The Top Foundation also offers 2
bursaries for Inter-Disciplinary Projects, the Robert
Jeffrey Bursary and the Sandy Stewart Bursary, available
to students and alumni of Canada’s high schools, and
the application form is attached to this Newsletter.

JUNIOR NATIONALS

The junior level of Reach For The Top has expanded to
schools across the country for grades 7 and 8 student
competition.

This year’s Junior Nationals had eight teams compete
through six intense rounds for the championship title:

Choice School for Gifted Children, Richmond, BC
Webber Academy, Calgary, AB

Tempo School, Edmonton, AB

Ecole Lansdowne, Winnipeg, MB

Charles Howitt PS, Richmond Hill, ON

St. Mark CHS, Manotick, ON

Maplehurst MS, Moncton, NB

Queen Charlotte Intermediate, Charlottetown, PE

Congrats to champs, Charles Howitt PS, Richmond Hill,
ON, as well to all of our teams! Remember, although the
junior season is done for the year, we are always looking
for new teams! Are you or your school interested? Send
an email to mail@reachforthetop.com to find out more!

Our thanks to the teacher-coaches in every province
who field teams, arrange play dates, ask questions,
judge answers and generally make the Reach For The
Top Tournament System, work from sea-to-sea.

Thanks also to the provincial co-coordinators (see their
reports on the following pages) who organized and ran
the provincial finals, which resulted in the strong teams
that made it to the Nationals; to the editorial board of
Reach For The Top, and their teams of writers: Senior
Editor Jay Misuk, Intermediate Editor Britney Castleman
and the Junior Question Packs Editor Andrea Leone.

The National Finals was a highly successful, and well
attended event, which saw University of Toronto
Schools claim the 2024 National Title in the final match
with Renert School.

Greg John, his Reach Team at Glebe C.I. and the Ottawa
trivia community brought together an exciting event to
mark our return to in person games.

Special thanks to our National Host Ryan Vickers,
National Co-ordinator Frank Russell, tournament
director Andy Saunders and our National Judges. Fraser
Simpson, Jay Misuk and Tara Rosebery.

Congratulations to everyone involved in ‘Reach’ for a
year of successful games and best wishes for a relaxing
summer.

REACH FOR THE TOE

GRADE 78 JUNIOR NATIONALS 2024

w, Charles Howitt Public School
A g7 Richmond Hil, ON
-

, St.Mark Catholic High School
i/ Manotick, ON

Tempo School
Edmonton, AB

Maplehurst Middie Schogl
Moncton, NB

Ecole Lansdowne"
Winnipeg, MB

Congratulations to the
Junior National Champions from
Charles Howitt PS, Richmond Hill, ON

Players: Kian N, Zachary S, Hailey Q, Emma T, Jason

T, Siddharth P, Laura Y, Anthony Z
Coaches: S. Bartlett, L. Bryson, R. Leung
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NEW BRUNSWICK REPORT

By Sean Newlands, New Brunswick Provincial Co-ordinator

This year, five invitational Reach For The Top
Tournaments were held across New Brunswick, including
the Provincial Championships. We had sufficient
numbers of teams that at most tournaments and were
able to run a Senior Division, an Intermediate Division,
and a Grade 9-10 Division.

The Provincial Championship tournament took place at
Fredericton High School on April 20th. After an exciting
day of competition, Fredericton HS emerged as
Provincial Champions after defeating Bernice
MacNaughton HS in the final. In the Intermediate event,
Kennebecasis Valley HS defeated FHS. The Grade 9-10
division saw KVHS defeat St. Stephen’s HS in the final.

Congratulations to the
New Brunswick Provincials Champions from
Fredericton High School

Players: Luke White, Sara Hughes, Jackson Fuller,
Zoe Jarvis, Yusuf Alrawwaf

Coach: Tiffany Buckler

QUEBEC REPORT

Congratulations to Fredericton High School on their
provincial championship win, and to the team from
Bernice MacNaughton High School on their 2nd place
finish.

We are very excited to see Reach continue its growth in
NB next year and a special thank you to all the
volunteers who assisted in making this year's program a
success.

By Cory McKay, Quebec Provincial Co-ordinator

The Québec league was delighted to welcome College
Villa Maria as a new member in the 2023-2024 season.
Everyone was very excited about the

National Finals being back to in person games, and this
led to a highly motivated series of gamesl!

Marianopolis College ended up winning the Québec
championship game against Howard S. Billings Regional
High School, but unfortunately HSB was unable to attend
the nationals due to a scheduling conflict with
convocation ceremonies.

Fortunately, third-place Villa Maria stepped up to attend
the nationals in their place, a very impressive feat given
that this was first year any of their team had played RATT
ever! All the Québec teams are already looking forward to
the next year of play.

Congratulations to the Quebec Provincials Champions from Marianopolis College

Players: Adalin Jakob, Flavie Qin, Isabell Barbieri, Megan Mellor, Devon Packer, Seymour Bale, Cyrus
Uiu Hei, Ezra Grossman, Athanasios Mavrakanas
Coach: Cory McKay
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ONTARIO REPORT

By Frank Russell, National Co-ordinator

The Ontario Provincial Finals took place on May 5th and
6th at the Scarborough Campus of the University of
Toronto. 32 teams arrived from all across Ontario. These
were the winners of their regional playoffs. There were
several teams that had a long history at the Ontario
Provincial Finals, but this year, we had several schools
making their first appearance at these games.

Sunday, Frank Russell and Violetta Bailey registered the
arriving teams . Students then received their game
packages, got instructions and set up buzzer systems.
The 32 teams were divided into 4- 8 team divisions
organized by Andy Saunders, our Tournament Director.

On Sunday morning the tournament began in earnest.
Fach team would play 7 games in a round robin
tournament with a mid-day pause for a lunch. The 10 top
teams then advanced to the Championship rounds the
next day.

On Monday, the Championships took place in the
Humanities Building on the U of T Scarborough campus
with quizmaster Ryan Vickers. There were five games
played at 9am, with the winners of the games and the
highest scoring non-winner advancing to the quarter
finals and then the semi-finals

After lunches enjoyed in the sunshine, the Ontario
Championship title went to Abbey Park High School from
Oakville, Northern Secondary School from Toronto
placed second and the third place went to University of
Toronto Schools . All three were invited to the National
Finals, just three weeks away. Unfortunately Abbey Park
High school was unable to attend but 4th place Westdale
Secondary from Hamilton was able to step up and
complete the field.

Congratulations to all teams for their gaming skills,
knowledge base and powers of recall.

Many thanks to the Girl Guides from the 1st Belleville
Rangers, Bonny Longstaff, Meghan Elliott, Catt Curie,
True Hales, Hannah Lawrence and Abby Newman who
ran quiz packs, kept game scores, guided students and
helped out generally on the weekend. Thanks also to the
fine production staff from the Reach Organization who
dealt with logistic challenges with remarkable calm.
Special thanks to Producer Daniel Hill, and Brenton
Bentz, the floor director who kept us moving and on
time! Thanks also to our Judges Jay Misuk and Fraser
Simpson who dealt equitably with those hard-to-
determine challenges.

The Ontario Provincal Tournament and Finals
Results and standing can be found at:

Congratulations to Ontario Provincial Champions:

Abbey Park High School
Players: James Fan, Anjali Balan, Jay lyer, Zach

Higgins, Tyler Hughes, Emma Braho, Amir Dolansky

Coaches: Heather Weston and Terri Beckwith

Players: Max Baldwin, Sean Gao, Gwen Chasson,
David Lawetz, Aidan Hoffner

; SR - L A
Westdale Secondary School team at Nationals

Players: Wilson Cooke, Shaynee Ruffle, Sophia Roy,

Zabel Stockton and Coach: Daniel Murchie



http://www.reachforthetop.com/OntarioFinals2024
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MANITOBA REPORT

By Mike Friesen, Manitoba Provincial Co-ordinator

National Host: Ryan Vickers, with the team from
The 2023/24 school year was a great year for Manitoba College Miles Macdonell, at the 2024 Nationals
Reach! The 2024 provincial finals for Senior Reach For
The Top were held at the Canadian Mennonite University -
on April 26th. After an exceptionally hard-fought contest,
the end results were as follows:

Gold: College Miles Macdonell Collegiate, coached by
Gordon Fritzsche, Janelle Propp, Stacey Pellaers, and Jeff
Shaddock. Players: Nathaniel Pauls, Amari Jauhal, Aidan
Hartry, Allen Gabriel Rosales, Jack Tryon, Gavin Tryon,
Jeremy Wozniak, Myles Therrien, and Connor DesAutels

Silver: Kelvin High School, coached by John Martens and
Michelle Rosner. Players: Julian McArthur, Inti Nemoga
Stout, Luca Morin, Nabirzzaman Bepul, and Molly Mitchell
-Koch

Bronze: Saint Paul's High School, coached by Laurence
Broadhurst. Players: Samay Dadlani, Sean Ehmann,
Rodmehr Filizadeh, William Hudson, Isaac Lavitt, Pranav
Mannem, Darius Martin, Luke Perrett, Nathan Poklar,
Mikhail Precourt, and Daniel Stipanovic

Congratulations to the Manitoba Provincials Champions from College Miles Macdonell
Players: Nathaniel Pauls, Amari Jauhal, Aidan Hartry, Allen Gabriel Rosales, Connor DesAutels,
Myles Therrien, Jack Tryon, Gavin Tryon, Jeremy Wozniak
Coaches: Janelle Propp, Gordon Fritzsche, Jeff Shadock, Lisa Bailey, Stacey Pellaers, Dan Simcoe

ALBERTA REPORT

By David Rose, Alberta Provincial Co-ordinator This year Alberta was back to playing live for the regional

and provincial events. The season culminated on April
13th, when The Renert school hosted the annual 36 team
provincial tournament, with 12 teams at each level.

Participating students from all schools should be proud
of their performances that resulted in some remarkably
close competition this year. Congratulations to the gold
medallists at all 3 levels - Senior - Renert, Intermediate -
Old Scona Academic, and Junior - Webber Academy.

We would like to congratulate the schools that
represented Alberta at the national level: Old Scona
Academic, The Renert School, Temp School, and
Webber Academy. Special acknowledgement to the
Renert senior team on their silver medal and Tempo
junior team on their bronze medal at their national finals.

This was a remarkable year for Reach in Alberta.

, Congratulations to the Alberta Provincials Champions from Renert School
==D _ Players: Johnnie Chen, Ehsan Minoo, Roman Wolfi, Aydan Hirji, Anant Shonak
N N

== RENERT Coach: Moshe Renert and Sara Bourke
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BRITISH COLUMBIA REPORT

By Vincent Tang, British Columbia Provincial Co-ordinator

This year in British Columbia we saw a change of guard in
more ways than one. Top schools for numerous seasons
have been dethroned by new challengers. And the
current provincial coordinator has passed on the duties
to a new provincial coordinator.

We started the year with a number of new teams taking
part: Magee and Vancouver Technical, growing our
numbers to twenty teams altogether. We had an
intermediate and a senior league. Most of these friendly
interschool games were played virtually however some of Congratulations to British Columbia Provincial
the games had to be cancelled. .

o , Champions: Robert McMath Secondary School
The Provincial tournaments were well attended this year.
The “Junior” (Intermediate) tournament was held in
University Hill Secondary school hosted by Vincent Tang
and his school volunteers.

The Senior tournament was held in Windermere
Community School and was hosted by Magee
Przyborowska, her two student assistants and school
volunteers. Everyone had a ot of fun meeting each other
and competing with camaraderie at the events. The top
three medalists in the “Juniors” were Robert McMath, St.
George’s and Fraser Heights.

The top three medalists in the Seniors were Robert
McMath, University Transition Program and St. George’s.
The Senior medalists were invited to participate at the
Nationals.

The Provincial coordinator is changing hands at the end
of the year. Ali Hasan of Fraser Heights has kindly offered
to take over from me.

We are pleased to have him organizing the league games

St. George’s School team at Nationals

and supporting the Provincial tournaments next year. Players: Derek Li, Brian Qian, Justin Bao, Alex Behar,
And we look forward to another exciting season of Reach Owen Chen, Jerry Chen, Cole Meikle
For The Top.

Coach: George Backhouse
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NATIONALS REPORT

By Daniel Hill, Director of Operations, RFTT

Sixteen teams of Provincial Finalists converged in
downtown Ottawa at Glebe Collegiate Institute on
Saturday June 1st, 2024 for the 59th Anniversary of the
Reach for the Top National Finals.

On Saturday morning, Teams were greeted in the lobby
of Glebe Collegiate by Reach National Co-ordinator
Frank Russell and Violetta Bailey for registration, after
breakfast, teams made their way for a formal welcome
and introductions in the Auditorium.

The tournament was then launched to the excitement of
both coaches and players as teams met one anotherin
round robin play determine their placement for final
games on the Sunday.

Afull schedule of games between 8 rooms of play were
smoothly orchestrated and organized by Tournament
Coordinator Andy Saunders, Glebe C.I. Coach / event
coordinator Greg John, floor director Brenton Bentz and
a team of production crew and volunteers.

The production crew made up of RFTT Production
Assistants Meghan Elliot, Bonny Longstaff, Catt Currie,

The tournament and finals standings and
game results can be viewed at

True Hales, Hanah Lawrence, Abby Newman, Robin C-H
and Raven C-H assured the smooth operation of the
Tournament games which played simultaneously in
eight game rooms.

We would also like to acknowledge the students from
Glebe C.I. who set-up, promoted and staffed the event.

On Sunday, the National Finals series and Consolation
Tournament had teams face off, answering rapid-fire
questions from our tall and dark suited ‘Reach’
quizmaster, Ryan Vickers.

The semi-finals and final game were played to a large
enthusiastic audience in the stunning auditorium of the
historic Glebe C.I. Attendance saw special guests, Paul
Russell (Chair of the Foundation and co-founder of the in
-school program) and past National Championship
coaches from our host city.

(N.B.)

The National Finalist teams:

Old Scona Academic {(AB)
Renert School {AB)
Webber Academy (AB)

St. George's School (B.C.)
University Transition Program (B.C)

College Miles Macdonell C.I. (MB)
St. Paul’'s H.S. (MB)

Bernice MacNaughton High School

Fredericton High School (N.B.)

Glebe Collegiate Institute {ON)
Lisgar Collegiate Institute {ON)
Northern Secondary School {ON)
University of Toronto Schools (ON)
Westdale Secondary School (ON)

Marianopolis College {Q.C.)
College Villa Maria (Q.C.)



https://www.reachforthetop.com/Nationals2024
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NATIONAL FINALS

All-star team of Glebe volunteers who helped run a
smooth and seamless Reach Nationals 2024

The six living Ottawa-area Reach For The Top

¢ National Championship winning coaches assembled

for a photo shoot and were recognized for their
contributions to Ottawa high school trivia.

Greg John (Glebe 2021, 2022)
Kelly Oka (Gloucester 1998)

Ruth Crabtree (Lisgar 2008, 2015, 2017)
Sheri Walker (Merivale 2000)
Andrew Jeacle (Gloucester 2001)
Roger Taguchi (Hillcrest 1980)

Ryan Vickers with the team from
Bernice MacNaughton High School

Tournament Game Play at the National Finals
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NATIONAL FINALS

Ryan Vickers with Gwen Chasson and Max Baldwin
of Northern Secondary School

James Ransom of Glebe Cl runs the lighting board
for the theatre during the National Finals

Ryan Vickers with two of the four MVPs
Ava Butler (Lisgar Collegiate, Ottawa, ON)
Himanshu Surukanti (Old Scona, Edmonton AB)
(and insert Flavio Quin from Marianopolis, QC)

Follow us on Facebook
ﬁ facebook.com/reachforthetop
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NATIONAL FINALS

WATCH PREVIOUS PROVIN-
CIAL AND NATIONAL GAMES
ON THE REACH FOR THE
TOP
YOUTUBE CHANNEL

3 YouTube




