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Congratulations to the St. George’s School team members
Justin Bao, Alex Behar, Owen Chen, Derek Li, Cole Meikle, Brian Qian, Ray Zhang




DIRECTOR’S REPORT

By Daniel Hill, Director of Operations, Reach For The Top

The 2024-2025 academic year has seen exciting ‘Reach’
play, with over 2000 students pressing buzzers across the
country.

The Reach for the Top Foundation has presented award
bursaries to the MVPs at the National Finals for the 12th
year; This year’s recipients include:

Derek Li from St. George’s School, Vancouver B.C,,
Roman Wolfi from Renert School in Calgary, Alberta,
Ethan Blackburn from Sisler High School, Winnipeg,
Manitoba and Daniel Zhang from London Central
Secondary School, London, Ontario.

Check our website at www.reachforthetop.com during
the coming year updates from provincial coordinators on
the play schedules in each province. Please send photos,
short video clips or text about your ‘Reach’ activities, that
we can post on our ‘Reach’ website and on Facebook in
the coming season.

The Reach for the Top Foundation also offers 2 bursaries
for Inter-Disciplinary Projects, the Robert Jeffrey Bursary
and the Sandy Stewart Bursary, and both can be applied
foronline.

Our thanks to the teacher-coaches in every province who
field teams, arrange play dates, ask questions, judge

answers and generally make the Reach for the Top
Tournament System, work from sea-to-sea.

Thanks also to the provincial co-coordinators (see their
reports on the following pages) who organized and ran
the provincial finals, resulting in the strong teams that
made it to the Nationals; to the editorial board of Reach
For The Top, and their teams of writers: Senior Editor
Jay Misuk, Intermediate Editor Britney Castleman and
the Junior Question Packs Editor Andrea Leone.

The National Finals was well attended event and saw St.
George’s School claim the 2025 National Title in the
final match with Renert School.

Dr. Moshe Renert and his team at Renert School
brought together an exciting event in Calgary, Alberta.

Special thanks to our National Host Ryan Vickers,
National Co-ordinator Frank Russell, tournament
director Andy Saunders and our National Judges Fraser
Simpson and Jay Misuk.

Congratulations to everyone involved in ‘Reach’ for a
year of successful games and best wishes for a relaxing
summer.

NEW BRUNSWICK REPORT

By Sean Newlands, New Brunswick Provincial Co-ordinator

This year, five invitational Reach for the Top

Tournaments were held across New Brunswick, including

the Provincial Championships. We had a sufficient
numbers of teams that at all tournaments we were able
to run a Senior Division, an Intermediate Division, and a
Grade 9-10 Division.

A huge thank-you goes out to the coaches, parents, and
players from Kennebecasis Valley H.S., Fredericton H.S.,
Sussex Regional H.S., and Bernice MacNaughton H.S. for
the effort you put into hosting these tournaments.

The Provincial Championship tournament took place at
Kennebecasis Valley High School on April 12th. After an

exciting day of competition, and a Championship Game
that came down to challenges, Kennebecasis Valley H.S.

emerged as Provincial Champions after defeating Bernice

MacNaughton High School.

Thank-you to all coaches, volunteer quizmasters, and
especially to the players for another successful season of
Reach for the Top in New Brunswick. We are very excited
to see Reach continue its growth in NB next year.

Congratulations to the
New Brunswick Provincials Champions
Kennebecasis Valley High School

Players: Gabrielle Mullett, Josiah
Valentine, Tess Nason, Mya MacVay, Calvin Sheeler,
Elizabeth Roberts, Mackenzie Brideau, Allie Ruttan
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Coach: Jason Thorne, Courtney Smith




OUEBEC REPORT

By Cory McKay, Quebec Provincial Co-ordinator

The Québec league was delighted to welcome back
Lower Canada College after several years of absence in
the 2024-2025 season, but unfortunately had to say
goodbye to Howard S. Billings Regional High School.
They'll be missed!

Everyone was very excited about nationals being in
Calgary, and this led to a highly motivated series of
playoff games. Marianopolis College ended up winning
the Québec championship the Final game against
College Villa Maria, and had a great time competing in

Congratulations to the Quebec Provincials
Champions—Marianopolis College =z

Players: Ann-Sophie Ferland, Kailey @ 2

Calgary. The Québec teams are already looking forward Wenxuan Liang, Mun-Ho Myung, Matthew
to the next year of play, and love the idea of Nationals in Reich, Jonah Freedman Warshawsky, Aiden Le
Moncton.” . ’ ’

Luke Alphanse Bergeron, Laura Marie Bergeron
Coach: Cory McKay

JUNIOR NATIONALS

Reach for the Top Junior National By Ryan Vickers, Junior National Co-ordinator
Championships 2024-2025 The 2024-2025 season of Junior (Grade 7/8) Reach for the Top
Harart Bohiaal saw nearly 100 teams play across the country, and it ended with
Calgary, AB 8 teams clinching spots at the online national championships.
s“:ﬁ‘“h The following teams played five tense rounds of
Manotick, ON Reach for the Top:

e Choice School, Vancouver, BC

e Renert School, Calgary, AB

o Webber Academy, Calgary, AB

e GrayAcademy, Winnipeg, MB

e Oscar Peterson PS, Stouffville, ON

e St.Mark CHS, Manotick, ON

e Maplehurst Middle School, Moncton, NB

e Stonepark Intermediate School, Charlottetown, PE

When the dust settled our top three teams were:

Maplehurst
Middle School

- st B 1st place and National Champions: Renert School

Congratulations to all teams who qualified for ).\ 5[5ce: St. Mark CHS
Nationals! Thank you to Travis, Evelyn,

3rd place: Gray Academy

Spirit awards went to Maplehurst Middle School
and St. Mark.

Thank you goes out to all of our volunteer readers as well as
tournament director Andy Saunders as well as Dave Rose,
Junior National co-coordinator.

2nd Place and Spirit Award Winners
from St. Mark CHS, Manotick, ON




By Frank Russell, National Co-ordinator Congratulations to Ontario | ﬁ UT S
The Ontario Provincial Finals took place on May 3rd and STTITAEL Qe DT R el

4th at the University of Toronto Schools in Toronto.. 32 University Of Toronto | vcasir oF roronto scroous
teams arrived from all across Ontario. These were the Schools

winners of their regional playoffs. There were several . .

teams that had a long history at the Ontario Provincial Players: Isaac Buckstein, Akhil Choudhry,
Finals, but this year, we had several schools making their M. Parkhi, Jeff Sun, Neel Thomas

first appearance at these games.

Saturday, Frank Russell and Violetta Bailey registered the
arriving teams. Students then received their game
packages, got instructions
and set up buzzer systems.
The 32 teams were divided
into 4-8 team divisions
organized by Tournament
Director, Andy Saunders.

Coaches: Bryan Levesque and Jon Bitidis

On Saturday afternoon, the
tournament began in
earnest. Each team would
play 3 gamesin a round
robin tournament. Due to an
unforeseen problem, all
teams advanced to the
Championship rounds the
next day.

After lunches enjoyed in the
sunshine, the Ontario
Championship title went to
University of Toronto Schools
from Toronto, Northern
Secondary from Toronto placed
second and the third place went
to Westdale Secondary from
Hamilton. Congratulations to all
teams for their gaming skills,
knowledge base and powers of recall.

Many thanks to the Girl Guides from the 1st Belleville
Rangers, Bonny Longstaff, Meghan Elliott, Catt Curie,
True Hales, Hannah Lawrence and Abby Newman who
ran quiz packs, kept game scores , guided students and
helped out generally on the weekend.

Thanks also to the fine production staff from the Reach
Organization who dealt with logistic challenges with
remarkable calm. Special thanks to Producer Daniel Hill,
and Rob Fidler, the floor director who kept us moving
and on time! Thanks also to our Judges Jay Misuk and
Fraser Simpson who dealt equitably with those hard-to-
determine challenges.




MANITOBA REPORT

By Mike Friesen, Manitoba Provincial Co-ordinator

Manitoba enjoyed another exciting year of Reach for the
top in 2024/25! All four divisions of Manitoba senior
Reach faced tough competitions within their divisions
and at their final showdowns at Provincial
championships!

The 2025 Senior Reach for the Top Provincials were held
at the Canadian Mennonite University, on April 25. After
an exciting day of trivia and laughter, the teams that
emerged victorious were:

1. Ecole Secondaire Kelvin High School,
Coach: John Martens

2. Ecole Secondaire Sisler High School,
Coach: Heather Johnson

3. GrantPark High School,
Coach: Mark Caughlin

ALBERTA REPORT

By David Rose, Alberta Provincial Co-ordinator

The Intermediate Reach for the Top Provincials were held
at Fort Richmond Collegiate on May 26th .

The teams had a great time competing for the top spot in
the province, but the teams that rose to the occasion
were:

1. Ecole Secondaire Sisler High School
2. Gray Academy

3. Lord Selkirk Regional Comprehensive Secondary
School

Congratulations to the Manitoba
Provincials Champions
Kelvin High School

Players: Felix McMahon, Luca Morin,
Bepul Bepul, Molly Mitchell-Koch, Sophie Chang
and Coach: John Martens

Congratulations to the
Alberta Provincials Champions
Renert School

Players: Roman Wolfli, Jasmine Hume,
Aydin Hirji, Taha Farooq, Alaana Muresan

Coach: Sara Bourke-Jaska, Ehsan Minoo,
Isaac Renert

Renert School at the Nationals

This year, Alberta was very competitive at all levels of
Reach for the Top. On April 12th, 36 teams gathered in
Red Deer for the provincial tournament, with 12 teams at
each level.

At the event, more than 20 games were decided by 30
points or less with a number being decided by a mere 10
points. Congratulations to the gold medallists in Senior
and Junior, Renert School and to the Intermediate
winners and newcomers to the Reach scene, Westmount
Charter School.

We would like to congratulate the schools that
represented Alberta at the national level: Bishop Carroll
High, Paul Kane High School, Renert School, and Webber
Academy.

Special acknowledgement to Renert School’s Senior
team for claiming second place and Junior team who
claimed first place at their respective national
championship tournaments. Another remarkable year for
Reach in Alberta.
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See page 7 for more about the Nationals held at
Renert School in Calgary, Alberta




BRITISH COLUMBIA REPORT

By Ali Hasan, British Columbia Provincial Co-ordinator

The B.C. Intermediate Provincials were held at RA.

McMath Secondary School in Richmond, BC, on March Congratulations to

7th. The event was hosted by Sandra Loren and Sophie British Columbia Provincial Champions

Shu, with support from McMath'’s senior team and St. George’s School team

volunteer students. The tournament was won by St. . .

George’s School, who defeated Fraser Heights in the final. |~ Players: Justin Bao, Alex Behar, Owen Chen, Derek
Third place went to Prince of Wales. The Outstanding Li, Cole Meikle, Brian Qian, Ray Zhang
%acyher;ii\;\/lé rd was given to Nikhil Krishna of Vancouver Coach: John Aveline

The Senior Provincials were held at Southridge School in
Surrey, BC, on April 4th. The event was organized by Deb
Mullen and Myrna Breese, along with the students of
Southridge. Robert McMath successfully defended their e
title, defeating St. George’s in the final. Fraser Heights 5T GEORGE'S SCHOOL
won bronze by defeating the hosts. The MVP award was
given to Tobias Smerdon of Robert McMath for his skill
and leadership.

NATIONAL TEAMS

The teams who competed in the N
2025 Nationals in Alberta: ! !
St. George’s School (B.C.) ST e

ST. GEORGE'S SCHOOL

Bishop Carroll High School (AB)
Paul Kane High School (AB)
Renert School (AB)

Webber Academy (AB)

“mm RENERT
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Ecole Secondaire Sisler High School (MB)
Kelvin High School (MB)

Lisgar Collegiate Institute (ON)
London Central Secondary School (ON)

Marianopolis College (Q.C.)

Bernice MacNaughton High School (N.B.)
Kennebecasis Valley High School (N.B.)




NATIONALS REPORT

By Daniel Hill, Director of Operations, RFTT

Twelve teams of Provincial Finalists converged in
downtown Calgary at Renert School on Saturday May
31st, 2025 for the 59th Anniversary of the Reach for the
Top National Finals.

On Saturday morning, teams were greeted in the lobby
of Renert School by Leslie Anne Walcott and Raven
Cooper-Hill for registration, teams then made their way
for a formal welcome and introductions in the
Auditorium.

Dr. Moshe Renert welcomed the teams to the school
with an inspiring recognition of all the players and
coaches involved.

The tournament was then launched to the excitement of
both coaches and players as teams met one another in
round robin play to determine their placement for final
games on the Sunday. Saturday Night all teams
attended the Gala Dinner and were presented with
commemorative plaques and enjoyed a fast pace game
of Stop Light Trivia hosted by Fraser Simpson.

The evening continued with several events throughout
the school including coach’s trivia games, video game
competition, use of Renert School facilities and even
found our host and crew members enjoying a jungle
gym.

Afull schedule of games was orchestrated and
organized by Tournament Director Andy Saunders,
production manager Rob Fidler, floor director Chris
Bentz and production crew: Leslie Ann-Walcott, Robin
Cooper-Hill, Raven Cooper-Hill, Kevin Cammack and
Jake McBreen.

Fvent Coordinators Alice Humeny and Dr. Moshe Renert
executed an incredible weekend. Working with the
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National Host Ryan Vickers
arrives at Renert School
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Reach team to create a memorable event for all those
involved.

Special Thanks to:

Isaac Renert - Event Organizer, Co-coach, Renert School;
Sara Bourke-Jaska - Event Organizer, Co-coach, Renert
School; Kevin Cammack - Technical Support-On-site
tournament; Jake McBreen — Audio/Visual supervisor/
Technician;

and Production Assistants: Cassie Morris, Sandrine
Ntagozera, Clare Martin, Tyanna Ponte,

Sam Plaskon, and Bianca Bedford.

And special thanks to all of the Renert Staff and
volunteers who set-up and oversaw the event.

On Sunday, the National Finals series and Consolation
Tournament had teams face off, answering rapid-fire
Questions. Ryan Vickers was at the microphone, both as
our articulate quizmaster and host for these intense
games. The teams were evenly matched with close
victories leading to the final confrontation between St.
George’s School and Renert School.

The National Final game was back and forth until the
final buzzer saw victory go to the team from St. George’s
School by only 20 points over the players from Renert
School.

Our thanks to our ever-alert judges for these games:
Fraser Simpson and Jay Misuk, who maintained a level-
headed calm focus and complicated challenges from
teams.

Leslie Ann Walcott, Reach Foundation;
Isaac Renert, Renert School Coach
Dr. Moshe Renert, Co-founder of Renert School




National Gala Dinner
Guest Speaker Isaac Renert

2025 National Finals MVP’s

Daniel Zhong, London Central S.S., Ontario
Roman Wolfli, Renert School, Alberta
Ethan Blackburn, Sisler High School, Manitoba
Derek Li, St. George’s School, BC

STOP LIGHT TRIVIA with Fraser Simpson
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NATIONAL FINALS

Ryan Vickers with teams from New Brunswick,
Kennebecasis Valley High School and
Bernice MacNaughton High School

The National Finals

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/reachforthetop

Renert School in Finals

WATCH PREVIOUS
PROVINCIAL AND NATIONAL
GAMES ON THE
REACH FOR THE TOP
YOUTUBE CHANNEL

3 YouTube




NATIONAL FINALS

The National Finals




