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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

By Daniel Hill, Director of Operations, Reach For The Top

The 2025-2026 academic year has seen exciting ‘Reach’
play, with over 2000 students pressing buzzers across the
country.

The Reach for the Top Foundation has presented award
bursaries to the MVPs at the National Finals for 13 years;
This year’s recipients include:

Molly Mitchell-Koch, from Kelvin High School in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Jack Cooper, from Glebe Collegiate
Institute in Ottawa, Ontario, Jonah Warshawsky, from
Marianopolis College in Westmount, Quebec, Oliver Lane,
from Saint John High School in Saint John, New
Brunswick.

The Reach for the Top Foundation also offers 2 bursaries
for Inter-Disciplinary Projects, the Robert Jeffrey Bursary
and the Sandy Stewart Bursary, and both can be applied
for online via our website at :

www.reachforthetop.com

Our thanks to the teacher-coaches in every province who
field teams, arrange play dates, ask questions, judge
answers and generally make the Reach for the Top
Tournament System, work from sea-to-sea.

Thanks also to the provincial co-coordinators (see their
reports on the following pages) who organized and ran
the provincial finals, resulting in the strong teams that
made it to the Nationals; to the editorial board of Reach
For The Top, and their teams of writers: Senior Editor Jay
Misuk, Intermediate Editor In-Ting Ho and the Junior
Question Packs Editor Leone Izzo.

WATCH PREVIOUS GAMES ON

3 YouTube

i

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/reachforthetop

The National Finals was a well attended event and saw
University of Toronto Schools claim the 2026 Senior
National Title and Renert School took the Junior
National Title in a exciting event that took place in
Moncton, New Brunswick.

Special thanks to Natasha LeBlanc and David Hackett,
who were the local organizing team, and both Bernice
MacNaughton High School and Wabanaki School
hosted both Senior and Junior Reach.

Special thanks to our National Host Ryan Vickers,
National Co-ordinator Frank Russell, tournament
director Andy Saunders and our National Judges Fraser
Simpson and Jay Misuk.

Congratulations to everyone involved in ‘Reach’ for a
year of successful games and best wishes for a relaxing
summer.



https://www.reachforthetop.com
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NEW BRUNSWICK REPORT

By Sean Newlands, New Brunswick Provincial Co-ordinator

This year, four invitational Reach For The Top
Tournaments were held across New Brunswick, including
the Provincial Championships. We had sufficient
numbers of teams that at all tournaments we were able
to run a Senior Division, an Intermediate Division, and a
Grade 9-10 Division. A huge thank-you goes out to the
coaches, parents, and players from Bernice
MacNaughton High School, Fredericton High School,
Rothesay Netherwood School, and Kennebecasis Valley
High School for the effort you put into hosting these
tournaments.

The Provincial Championship tournament took place at
Kennebecasis Valley High School on April 25th. After an
exciting day of competition, Rothesay Netherwood
School emerged as Provincial Champions after defeating
Saint John High School in the championship game.
Congratulations to both teams!

For the first time, New Brunswick was excited to host the
National Reach For The Top Senior and Junior
Championships at Bernice MacNaughton High School

New Brunswick Provincial Champions

and Wabanaki School in Moncton. A huge thanks goes Rothesay Netherwood School
out to the local organizing team led by Natasha LeBlanc at the 2026 National Finals

and David Hackett for a job well done hosting this event!

Thank you to all coaches, volunteer quizmasters, and
especially to the players for another successful season of
Reach For The Top in New Brunswick. We are very excited
to see Reach continue its growth in NB next year.

Congratulations to the
New Brunswick Provincials Champions
Rothesay Netherwood School

Players: Marcus Botha, Peter Jollymore, Jeevan
Singh, Cam Thompson

Coach: Charlie McEvoy

New Brunswick Provincial—2nd Place Team
Saint John High School
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QUEBEC REPORT

By Cory McKay, Quebec Provincial Co-ordinator

The Québec league teams had a great time playing one
another in the regular season, with lots of new young
players joining the rosters.

Marianopolis College finished first in the Québec playoffs, : - —
with Loyola High School coming in second and Lower Congratulations to the Québec Provincials

Canada College third. Champions—Marianopolis College
College Villa Maria took this year off from inter-school -

competition, but we look forward to seeing them again
next year.

Everyone was very happy to see nationals taking place
out east this year (and a great time was had playing in
Moncton!), and we're all already looking forward to next
year.

The Québec Provincal Tournament and Finals

Results and standing can be found at: Players: Laura Bergeron, Luke Bergeron, Ann-Sophie

Ferland, Zhuoyao Li, Kailey Liang, Jonah Warshawsky

Coach: Cory McKay

EMEYX
¥

Loyola HS, Lower Canada College & Marianopolis
at the Québec Provincials



https://www.reachforthetop.com/QuebecFinals2026
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ONTARIO REPORT

By Frank Russell, National Co-ordinator

The Ontario Reach For The Top Provincial Finals took
place on May 2nd and 3rd at the University of Toronto
Scarborough Campus.

32 teams arrived from all across Ontario. These were the
winners of their regional playoffs. There were several
teams that had a long history at the Ontario Provincial

Finals, but this year, we had several schools making their
first appearance at these games.

Saturday, Frank Russell and Violetta Bailey registered the
arriving teams at the newly constructed Sam Ibrahim
building. The 32 teams were divided into four divisions of
eight team, each organized by Tournament Director,
Andy Saunders.

On Sunday, the Ontario Championship title went to
University of Toronto Schools from Toronto, Lisgar

Collegiate from Ottawa placed second and the third
place went to Glebe Collegiate also from Ottawa.

Congratulations to all teams for their gaming skills,
knowledge base and powers of recall.

Many thanks to the Girl Guides from the 1st Belleville
Rangers, Bonny Longstaff, Catt Curie and Arlo Newman
who ran quiz packs, kept game scores, guided students
and helped out generally on the weekend.

Thanks also to the fine production staff from the Reach
Organization who dealt with logistic challenges with
remarkable calm. Special thanks to Producer Daniel Hill,
and Rob Fidler, the floor director who kept us moving
and on time! Thanks also to our Judges Jay Misuk and
Fraser Simpson who dealt equitably with those hard to
determine challenges.

Congratulations to Ontario Provincial Champions
University Of Toronto Schools

Players: Akhil Choudhry, Emily Liao, Isaac Buckstein,
Jeff Sun, Neel Thomas, Nina Chen

Coaches: Bryan Levesque and Jon Bitidis

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO SCHOOLS

The Ontario Provincal Tournament and Finals
Results and standing can be found at:



https://www.reachforthetop.com/OntarioFinals2026
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JUNIOR NATIONALS

By Ryan Vickers, National Host

For the first time ever in Reach history on the weekend of
May 30-31, 2026, the Junior Nationals were held in person
and in the same city as the Senior Nationals!

Nine teams representing six provinces spanning from the
west coast to the east coast travelled to Wabanaki School
in Moncton, New Brunswick, to battle for grade 7/8
academic quiz supremacy! Our teams faced a full round-
robin tournament full of questions from every category
imaginable on Saturday and then moved into
consolation and championship brackets on

Sunday. When they weren’t responding to every question
under the sun, teams were able to swap stories, exchange
pins, enjoy a gala dinner and even a social evening
including basketball, badminton, dance videos, card
games and a school-wide karaoke performance by
players and Reach staffers alike!

Congratulations goes out to all of the teams on their
superb gameplay and excellent camaraderie. In our
championship bracket, Renert School of Calgary
defended their championship against runner-ups Gray
Academy of Winnipeg in an exciting final match that was

watched by all senior and junior students in the Bernice
MacNaughton auditorium. Our winner in the consolation
bracket was our host Wabanaki School while the spirit
award was split between Stonepark Intermediate of
Charlottetown and Souris Regional of Sours,

PE. Rounding out the field with some outstanding
performances were Choice School of Richmond, British
Columbia, St. Mark CHS of Manotick, Ontario, William
Berczy PS of Unionville, Ontario and Maplehurst Middle
School of Moncton, New Brunswick.

Special thanks go out to our hosts David Hackett of
Wabanaki School and Natasha Leblanc of Bernice
MacNaughton HS along with their amazing teams at both
locations. Reach guidance was provided by Associate
Producer Rob Fidler and Head Judge Sam Forestell.

It was very thrilling to have all of our junior teams
compete in person and we can’t wait to do it again next
year when the tournament shifts to the Central region
(Ontario/Quebec). It’s already time to warm up your
buzzer fingers!

Congratulations to Junior National Champions
Renert School

Players: Rishi Bhaumik, Aarya Kasbekar, Nicholas Ma,
Anirvan Mishra, Siddarth Ravichandran
Coach: Ehsan Minoo

[ ] |
= RENERT

See page 11 for more about the Senior Nationals
in Moncton, New Brunswick

Junior tournament and finals standings and
game results can be viewed at



https://www.reachforthetop.com/NationalFinals2026

June 2026— Volume 31 Number 3

JUNIOR NATIONALS TEAMS
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Stonepark Intermediate School, Charlottetown, PE
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» Renert School, Calgary, AB
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MANITOBA REPORT

By Mike Friesen, Manitoba Provincial Co-ordinator

Manitoba enjoyed another exciting year of Reach for the
top in 2025/26! Reach for the Top expanded to five
divisions in Manitoba. Each of those divisions of Senior
Reach faced tough competitions within their divisions
and at their final showdowns at Provincial
championships!

The 2025 Senior Reach for the Top Provincials were held
at the Canadian Mennonite University, on April 16. After
an exciting day of trivia and laughter, the teams that
emerged victorious were:

1. Ecole Secondaire Kelvin High School
Coach: John Martens

2. Ecole Secondaire Sisler High School
Coaches: Heather Johnson & Saige Pereira

3. Fort Richmond Collegiate
Coaches: Mike Friesen & Billy Isaac

The Intermediate Reach For The Top Provincials were
held at Virden Collegiate Institute on May 22nd. The
teams had a great time competing for the top spot in the
province, but the teams that rose to the occasion were:

1. St John’s-Ravenscourt
Coaches: Jeff Shaddock & Kaitlynn Buffie

2. Ecole Secondaire Sisler High School
Coaches: Heather Johnson & Saige Pereira

3. Gray Academy
Coaches: Nata Spiegelman & Micah Doerksen

Junior Reach For The Top also did well this year. Forthe
first time in a long time, they held competitions in person
rather than online. And, for the first time ever, Junior
Manitoba sent a team to National championships in
Moncton, New Brunswick! The team that emerged on
top were:

1. Gray Academy
Coaches: Micah Doerksen & Danielle Miller

2. Ecole River Heights School
Coaches: Amanda Tetrault & Posy Legge

Thanks to everyone who made this year such an exciting
and fun one for Manitoba Reach for the Top!

Congratulations to the
Manitoba Provincials Champions
Kelvin High School

Players: Akira Adaman, Nabiruzzaman Bepul, Molly
Mitchell-Koch, Leander Vatnsdal
Coach: John Martens

Kelvin High School on stage at the The National
Finals with Host Ryan Vickers
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ALBERTA REPORT

By Bridey Harris, Alberta Provincial Co-ordinator

Congratulations to the

It was a great year of Reach For The Top in Albertal On Alberta Provincials Champions
Saturday, April 18th, 36 teams from the three different

S . : Renert School
regions in the province met in Edmonton for the
Provincial Tournament. Paul Kane High School was a Players: Nishil Arora, Deven Chakrabarti, Taha
gracious and accommodating host for the teams, 12 from Farooq, Aydin Hirji, Alaana Muresan
each level. ’ ’
The tournament was incredibly competitive, with a need Coach: Sara Bourke, Isaac Renert, Moshe Renert

for two tie breaker games (one at the Senior level and
one at the Intermediate level) to determine playoff round
placements! Sincere congratulations are bestowed upon
Renert School for winning gold in both the Senior and
Junior level. Additionally, congratulations are due to Old
Scona for their Intermediate first place finish.

We would like to acknowledge the teams that
represented Alberta at the National Tournament in New
Brunswick in May: Renert School, who placed second at
the Senior level and a remarkable first place at the Junior
level; Strathcona who placed 4th at the Senior level; and om

Old Scona who placed 7th at the Senior level. What a u

great year for Reach for the Top in Albertal! == RENERT

Renert School’s Junior and
Senior Teams at the Nationals
in Moncton, NB

Reach For The Top would like to welcome Sukhbir Bolina from
Choice School in Richmond, as the new BC provincial coordinator
for next season.

We look forward to expanded gameplay once again in British
Columbia for the 2026-2027 season.
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SENIOR NATIONALS REPORT

By Andy Saunders, National Tournament Director

For the first time since 1985, Reach returned to Moncton,
New Brunswick, to contest the National Finals. As our
teams arrived in the Hub City, they were treated to the
famed Maritime hospitality and the opportunity to meet
the other competitors at Moncton's Resurgo Center with
"A Night At The Museum". Additionally, National Host
Ryan Vickers gave an excellent pre-tournament interview
with CBC New Brunswick, with additional media
attending the festivities throughout the weekend.

Bernice MacNaughton High School proved to be an
excellent host of our National Finals games throughout
the weekend as 14 teams from throughout the country
did battle over the buzzers. In between, they were
treated to a gala dinner featuring National Judge Fraser
Simpson's famous "Stoplight Trivia", followed by a
stirring speech from New Brunswick Reach For The Top
alumna (and reader at the event) S.D. Thompson.

Many teams can leave Moncton proud of their
performances, with some schools registering their
highest finish at Nationals in many years!

Congratulations should be given to our Spirit Award
winners, presented at the Senior level for the first time to
both Fort Richmond Collegiate (Winnipeg, MB) and
Strathcona High School (Edmonton, AB), with our
readers and judges highlighting the exhibition of
exemplary sportsmanship and high regard for the spirit
of Reach For The Top.

Congratulations should also be afforded to our four
National MVPs: Molly Mitchell-Koch, Kelvin High School;
Jack Cooper, Glebe Collegiate Institute; Jonah
Warshawsky, Marianopolis College; & Oliver Lane, Saint
John High School.

Our four semifinal teams were the University of Toronto
Schools (Toronto, ON), Renert School (Calgary, AB),
Glebe Collegiate Institute (Ottawa, ON), and Strathcona
High School (Edmonton, AB), with the University of
Toronto Schools and Renert School advancing to the
finals on stage. In that final game, the University of
Toronto Schools earned the 2025-26 Reach For The Top
national championship with a 440-350 victory over
Renert School.

Special thanks should be extended to Natasha Leblanc,
coach of Bernice MacNaughton, for her tireless efforts in
organizing the events, as well as National Host Ryan
Vickers, National Judge Dr. Jay Misuk, and all of our
readers, judges, and production assistants.

Seeyou in 2027!

The teams who competed in the
2026 Senior Nationals in
New Brunswick:

Old Scona Academic (AB)

Renert School (AB)

Strathcona High School (AB)

Fort Richmond Collegiate (MB)

Ecole Secondaire Sisler High School (MB)
Kelvin High School (MB)

Glebe Collegiate Institute (ON)
University of Toronto Schools (ON)
Marianopolis College (Q.C.)

Bernice MacNaughton High School (N.B.)
Fredericton High School (N.B.)

Rothesay Netherwood School (N.B.)
Saint John High School (N.B.)
Kennebecasis Valley High School (N.B.)

Senior tournament and finals standings and
game results can be viewed at



https://www.reachforthetop.com/NationalFinals2026
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO SCHOOLS
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Sisler High School, Winnipeg, MB
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Fort Richmond Collegiate, Winnipeg, MB
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